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HONO™BLE ROBERT P. PATTERSON SECRETARY OF WAR, 
RFFORE THE COMMITTEE ON EXPENDITURES 
ro THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS, OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, RE H.R. 2319, CREATING A 
NATIONAL DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT, 



s 


r - " " 

I give unqualified support to the bill to unify the armed forces, 
LR. 2319. 


Provisions of bill 

( ^ '* s) + / . V. ; ■ . 

The bill eseaJ National Defense Establishment, consisting of -he 
Department of the Army, Department of the Navy and Department of the 

Air Force. , 

The head of the National Defense Establishment is the Secretary of 
National Defense, with the power and duly. , ■ ‘ 

(1) to establish policies and programs for the National 
Defense Establishment and for the departments and 
agencies in it; 

(2) to exercise direction, authority and control over such 
departments and agencies; 

(3) to supervise preparation of budget estimates by the 
departments and agencies, to determine the budget 
estimates of the National Defense Establishment for 
submission to the Bureau of the Budget, and to super- 
vise and control the budget program of the National 
Defense Establishment. 

The proviso is made that the three departments shall be administered 
as individual units by their respective secretaries, under direction 
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-missions I have had with the Secretary of the Navy have left me with 

autonomy, --ste should be preserved. I can think of no good reason 
S>y to Sectary of National Defense should concern himself with matters 
Pdmintix-tion that pertain to to three departments. In the second 
place to Na^y had decided views as to to soundness of these reservations, 
SS I tove nc hesitation in saying that it will be of lasting benefit o 
^LinrTthP time of organization that commands the support of Army ano 
Yam Sre unqualifiedly in favor of these provisions. 

I will not detain you with a discussion of the other features of the 
bill, important as they are. Other witnesses will take them up m detail. 

* * * * * * * * * 

Tn inclusion I urge that you report this measure favorably. It 
win tmm the United States an efficient organization of the armed services, 
tt^in strengton naUmial defense without calling for to expenditure of 
n^fimds ' It is unique in that respect; that other measures to- strengthen 
YSense ?alTfor to spendind of more money. It will strengthen to 
£££ S: i l am corfident that throughout to world It w!U be 

viewed in that light. 


- 10 - 
END 
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SECRETARY OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE 


I 


JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 


CHIEF OF STAFF, US ARMY 
CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 
CHIEF OF STAFF, US AIR FORCE 
CHIEF OF STAFF TO COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
(If there be one) 


JOINT STAFF 

DIRECTOR OF JOINT STAFF 
(IOO OFFICERS FROM THREE DEPTS) 


UNIFIED 

FIELD 

COMMANDS 


L, 


J 


SECRETARY 
OF THE ARMY 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 


L 


WAR COUNCIL 



MUNITIONS BOARD 


RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 1 

SECRETARY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE.CHARUAN 



CHAIRMAN OF BOARD (CIVILIAN) 

W ; 


BOARD 

SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 



UNDER OR ASST. SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 


CHAIRMAN OF BOARD (CIVILIAN) 1 

SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 



UNDER OR ASST SECRETARY OF THE NWY 


ARMY 

TWO REPRESENTATIVES 

CHIEF OF STAFF, US ARMY 



'UNDER OR ASST. SECY. OF THE AIR FORCE 


NAVY 

\ FROM EACH TO BE NAMED 

CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

CHIEF OF STAFF, US. AIR FORCE 





AIRFORCE 

f BY THE SECRETARIES. 


SECRETARY 
OF THE NAVY 


DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 


1 


SECRETARY 
OF THE AIR FORCE 


department of the air force 
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